
Town of Bedford
July 25, 2016

Heritage Trail Sub-Committee Minutes

The Committee met at the Heritage Trail Project Site on July 25, 2106. Present were from 
Eversource; Russell Maille, Michael Stanek, Kurt Nelson, Matthew Moreau, Maria Letourneau, 
Natacha Morales. Also present from the Bedford Conservation Commission were Tom Sauser, 
Michelle Salvatore

Meeting Objective: Determine the Impact of the Proposed Heritage Trail Pedestrian Bridge 
within the Eversource Right of Way.

It was determined that the proposed bridge crossing is directly in the pathway for the access of 
the Eversource vehicles used for vegetative maintenance. This is problematic for Eversource as 
any other crossing would involve disturbances to wetlands.  Eversource also requires 18' 6" 

vertical clearance to their lines (with the rails of the bridge we would be close).

The attendees discussed various alternatives to the currently proposed location below are the two
alternatives.

1) Constructing a more robust /industrial strength bridge to support the vegetative maintenance 
vehicles. This would require approximately 15' width clearance and a better steel support system.
Also liability waivers between the Town and Eversource would be required.

2) Move the crossing approximately 20 feet closer towards the New Hampshire Sportsplex.  This

will move the trail out of the direct path of the utility lines and the access needed by Eversource. 

In this direction the wetland expands approximately 40'. The bridge we are proposing is less than
30', choosing this option will however require a wetland permit/notification.

It was determined, on-site that option 2 would be the most viable approach.

Eversource has agreed to clear the path to the newly proposed bridge location and also stake out 
where the bridge boundaries should be to least impact their activities. These activities should be 
completed within the next 2 weeks.  Eversource will also supply information regarding how to 

request support funding and also volunteer opportunities to Michelle Salvatore.

Heritage Trail Subcommittee will look at the new location and determine if bridge construction 
is still feasible based on relocation.  If construction is still feasible will determine the extent of 

wetland impact and submit permit request to the Town of Bedford CC and NH DES.

Eversource also recommended to include in bridge design some sort of weed control (stone dust)
at the skirts of the new bridge until the trail gets established.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Salvatore


