TOWN OF BEDFORD
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
August 11, 2021
10 Meetinghouse Road
1. ROLL CALL: A meeting of the Bedford Town Council was held on Wednesday,
August 11, 2021, 10 Meetinghouse Road. Participating were Dave Gilbert (Chair), Bill
Carter, (Vice Chair) and Councilors Sue Thomas, Denise Ricciardi, Bill Duschatko, Lori
Radke, and Kelleigh Murphy and. Also present was Town Manager Rick Sawyer.
Chairman Gilbert opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by Chairman Gilbert.
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS – None
4. NEW BUSINESS
a. Department of Public Works update
Jeff Foote, Public Works Director, gave a Public Works update to the Council.
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Mr. Foote stated that other projects included paving the Bedford Village Common parking
lot and a small parking lot and crosswalk improvements at the Joppa Hill Farm adding
accessibility from the parking lot across the street to the Farm.
Mr. Foote stated that upon completion of the 2021 Roads Program, the estimated bond
funds remaining is approximately $1.5m. Out of the $30m Road Program from 2014, at
the end of this year they are nearing the end of those funds. Councilor Duschatko to know
if that was in accordance with the plan. Mr. Foote responded that the plan 10 years ago
was to reconstruct everything, but they aren’t going to complete everything as intended.
He went through a lot of the road maintenance they’ve done. A lot of it is preserving what
they’ve done the last 18 years and thought they were in great shape with the roads, but
they will be needing to increase that $1m maintenance appropriation very soon. Hopefully
in the 2022 budget. Councilor Radke wanted to know if he anticipated having to bring
forward another bond anytime soon. Mr. Foote stated that things change quickly and he
wouldn’t want to predict, but he believes one of the bonds is fully paid and coming off this
year, so any proposed increase to the $1m would be revenue neutral for 2022.
Mr. Foote explained possible composting at the Transfer Station, which would pull the
food waste out of the MSW, be mixed with yard waste and repurposed. He detailed how
it would work and how it would benefit the community both environmentally and
economically.
Councilor Ricciardi wanted to know who was going to be watching to make sure people
put things in the right place and if it required additional manpower. Mr. Foote stated that
their experience with the recycling center is people that recycle want to recycle. He
guesses that people that want to compost, many of them are recycling; it’s the same type
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of person. Much of it is self-regulated. They try and have someone at the recycling center
continuously, but there are often voids because of personnel needs that people aren’t
there. He thought that people who want to recycle will think that composting is a good
idea and those are the people that are going to participate. Councilor Ricciardi wanted to
know if they were going to have something posted or some rules to help those who are
new at composting. Mr. Foote stated that he would do a PSA and they would have
signage as they do for recycling. Councilor Ricciardi asked because of the problems with
the water and was concerned about people putting in gasoline or something on the not
allowed list getting mixed in and just wanted to know that it’s going to be monitored well.
Mr. Foote stated that anything is possible, but he thought the people that want to compost
and recycle were going to do what’s right. Someone could dump gasoline in the brush
pile or metal pile; they don’t have people stationed at every station throughout the facility.
They will have signage at each of the collection bins with what’s allowed and what isn’t.
Councilor Thomas wanted to clarify that they would be bringing their composting to the
blue composting bins and not up the hill to get mixed with the yard waste and Mr. Foote
confirmed that. Councilor Thomas wanted to know if he had a timeframe. Mr. Foote stated
that they are a week out and he’d like to say the first of the month. He mentioned
collaborating with the SAU and having a certain grade being introduced to recycling and
composting, so there’s an educational component to it.
Councilor Radke wanted to know if the blue containers would have a cover and Mr. Foote
stated that they would. Councilor Radke wanted to know why they don’t include meat or
dairy as allowed items and Councilor Thomas stated because they don’t break down.
Councilor Duschatko added that the State doesn’t allow it either.
Chairman Gilbert wanted to know if Mr. Foote would foresee having any issues with
having a barrel at the MSW building entrance. Mr. Foote stated that he had to show it
somewhere and thought that would be a good spot. Councilor Carter wanted to know if
down by the refrigerators as you exit would be a better place to put one of those bins
rather than next to the recycling. Mr. Foote stated that the area shown would work, or
they could try it elsewhere.
Councilor Duschatko thought that if most of those people are doing recycling now and are
more likely to use the composting bins, they wouldn’t be using the MSW so much. He
thought it might be more convenient and quicker and cut down pedestrian flow across
that traffic spot to move it from the MSW area over to the recycling area. He realizes that
they already have one there. Mr. Foote didn’t disagree, but he was thinking about people
that pull up to the MSW, throw a trash bag in, then they can throw their composting in and
then go across to get rid of their recycling.
b. 2021 Revaluation update
Doug Irvine, Assessor, came forward to give the Council a revaluation update. He
thanked the Council. He also thanked the property owners for their cooperation and their
patience through this process. He also thanked Karen Fischer for all her work during this.
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Mr. Irvine explained that the assessment to sales ratio or equalization ratio is the
comparison between where the market is and where total assessed values are. The
market has been accelerating dramatically over the last few years. The 2020 ratio of
90.6% means that last year officially through the Department of Revenue, they recognized
that the Town’s assessments were almost 10% lower than market value. The ratios are
directing them to try to get the values back to 100% of market, which is what they are in
the process of doing. So far, the preliminary numbers for assessed values in Bedford is
almost $5 billion, which is a 17% increase over two years. There was an increase last
year, but the bulk of it is since the revaluation in 2019. He explained that not all classes
of property are growing or appreciating at the same rate, which is a fundamental part of
why the do revaluations. This year, residential is a 19% increase, which is over a 2-year
cycle. He stated that Merrimack was at 35% in their 5-year cycle. Because Bedford is in
a 2-year cycle, they are staying on top of keeping everybody at market value as frequently
as possible. It’s critical they do that especially in a market like this where the growth is so
tremendous. He explained that home style assessments are compared apples to apples,
for example, colonials with colonials, not colonials with split levels. He also talked about
residential value changes by neighborhood and every revaluation they need to examine
how those are behaving with the sales in those neighborhoods to see what they might
need to adjust. A big part of revaluation is looking at location and trying to determine if
they need to change any of the adjustments that accompany various neighborhoods. He
explained that residential increases might be higher in certain price ranges, because
that’s where the highest sales activity is. He explained the valuation of apartment
buildings as shown on his Powerpoint slides.
Mr. Irvine advised property owners to not apply the current tax rate to their new
assessment. He explained that if they take the premise that the Town budget is not going
to change radically year to year, then when the tax rate goes down, it’s because the
assessed values are rising in a year. That’s what’s happening right now. The Town’s
assessed values are up 17%. They only need to collect the exact dollar figure that is set
in the budget, so they can’t take the new assessments to the current tax rate of $20.02
per thousand. They would over collect and it would be a legal situation. They only need
what the budget calls for. The whole purpose of the revaluation is to determine everyone’s
portion of that amount paid to the Town budget. If assessed values are climbing up then
in opposition, the rate can come down. The opposite happens when the values drop. The
rate has to climb in order to meet the budget needs.
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Councilor Carter wanted to know if his presentation was available on the Town Council
Sharepoint page. Mr. Irvine stated that he has a slightly different version that he will post
on the Assessing page tomorrow, but all of the contents of his presentation will be
available. He stated that going forward, he intends to do much more of this type of thing,
because he thought it was critical that people have information. He thought people
deserved to know the mechanics of how this works. Mr. Sawyer stated that Mr. Irvine was
referring to a video recording of the presentation that he did earlier in the week that will
be linked to the Assessing web page. This presentation will be on Sharepoint either
tonight or tomorrow.
Councilor Murphy stated that she’s received more phone calls, Facebook messages, text
messages and emails on this particular issue this particular year than she has received
in the totality of the 7 years she sat on the Council. She stated that people seemed
confused, a lot between the valuation and the tax rate. They also seem confused as to
what their remedy is or who to call to talk about it or what’s going on. She’s mostly hearing
from people that are on fixed incomes or people that live in homes that are smaller than
your average Bedford home who have seen their values go up more than 25%. These
people are super stressed, because they are either younger active 2-income earners who
are working really hard to make sure they can stay in this town and keep their kids in the
school system or they are fixed income individuals who want to stay in the town, because
they have long-standing ties here but are worried that they are going to be forced to sell
and lose their home because of the tax rate potentially going up. She looks at a $21 tax
rate and an $18.95 tax rate and she thinks depending on what the underlying value was
of their house, if it goes up by 28% then their taxes are going to go up. There is no way
they aren’t going to go up, statistically speaking. She thought it was a little misleading to
say to everybody, ‘Don’t freak out yet, we won’t know until October. Your tax rate probably
won’t go up’. It might go up. Mr. Irvine stated that it might and he’s not saying peoples’
taxes won’t go up. Some peoples’ will absolutely. That is going to happen. Three things
they know are going to happen in any revaluation. Some peoples’ taxes are going to go
up, some are going to stay about the same, and some are going down. That much they
know. Councilor Murphy understood the argument behind wanting to move to every 2
years as opposed to every 5 years and mentioned the example of towns that wait for the
5-year mark are seeing a 35% increase. She stated that people are seeing that now with
a 2-year revaluation. She’s been asked twice by constituents what’s the difference. If their
tax rate is going to go up 28% from 2019 to 2021, and then potentially going up another
28% from 2021 to 2023, and had they waited 5 years, it would have averaged out around
35%. Mr. Irvine stated that if the tax rate went up in relation to that increase then that
would be a concern, but that’s not what’s happening. Councilor Murphy wanted to know
since they switched to the 2-year revaluation, what the total amount over a 5-year period
the average residential house has increase in assessed value versus the average
increase in neighboring communities for homes that are revaluated on a 5-year scale. If
it’s drastically more than she thinks they are doing something wrong and they need to
look at going back to the old system. Mr. Irvine explained that those increases were driven
by the market, not by the frequency of the revaluations. It’s the market that is telling them
that this particular home style is going up above average over a period of time. They could
expand that to 5 years, and her phone calls were going to exponentially increase.
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Councilor Murphy stated that the 2nd most common question she’s getting is if the market
corrects in a downward trend, at the 2-year mark, are their assessments going to go down
to reflect whatever percentage of market value. She responds to them that they have to
correct economically. He stated that as a Councilor member she’s getting people’s fears,
worries, anxieties, and concerns. It’s going to happen to some degree each time a
revaluation occurs. He explained that in a situation where they have a market that levels
or falls, they capture that much sooner than the 5-year situation where there’s the market
and they just measured value and the minute that snapshot is taken in a revaluation,
down it comes; let’s wait 5 years. Or, wait 2 years and continue with the very efficient
statistical updates where they can capture whatever the market does. It’s not really about
the market going up and your values going up, which is what’s happening in this particular
duration. The market is increasing at a rate that he can’t remember. He’s never seen this
kind of activity and he checks MLS every day. When he sees someone buy a house that
listed for $575,000 and they offer $675,000 for that house, they have just squelched the
competition by saying for the luxury of living here, I’ll throw in another $100,000. That’s a
real case scenario that occurred. He thought that was a little extreme, but 5-10% from list
price to closing; people are outbidding each other. Councilor Murphy stated that she’s
most sensitive to people who are on Social Security and fixed pensions and lower income
earners who are concerned and struggling. She wanted to know if there was a central
place they can go, are there links off the Assessing website that explain the options for
abatements and tax credits. Mr. Irvine responded yes. Right now they can do that. On the
Assessing page of the Town website there is a link for credits and exemptions. It has
applications as well as information on who qualifies. It’s based on income limits and asset
limits. People can also call the Assessing Department to find out about that. It’s premature
to be applying for an elderly exemption, because they need to wait for the tax bill to come
out in the fall and then they will have people applying. They will have to submit financial
information to demonstrate that they do meet the threshold for total assets and income.
Their department will adjust what the minimum annual income levels are based on the
percentage of the poverty rate they adjust annually. Councilor Murphy clarified that if you
are a senior citizen, on a fixed income, or a low wage earner, they should wait until they
receive their tax bill then go on the Assessing website and follow the links to find out what
their options are. Mr. Irvine stated that he was concerned for those on a fixed income as
well and explained who the exemption was intended for and how when there is an
exemption like that, the tax burden is assigned to everybody else in the town. He’s
concerned that the market has been showing this pressure on that part of the market
where those fixed income folks are living. He stated that the Town’s assessments have
to be based on market value; that is critical. It is about bringing people to 100% of market
value and whatever the activity is in that period of time. The Town is not setting that
market. They are analyzing it carefully and making their adjustments as appropriately as
possible by the standards that are required by the Department of Revenue Association
and various rules and regulations for assessors.
Councilor Ricciardi stated that she has also been approached by residents and has been
emailing them the 4-page revaluation document on the Assessors page. She stated that
those on fixed incomes and not having a paycheck, but they may have assets that they
are living off of until they die, that puts you in a category that doesn’t allow you to get the
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exemption and that is problematic. She stated that SB99, the Meals & Rooms Tax, passed
and in their first year Bedford is going to have an increase of over $400k that could be
used for property tax relief and hopes that they take that into consideration. She stated
that in year two they are looking at an increase of close to $500k. She wanted to know
that they were going to be able to show some kind of balance. Mr. Irvine stated that some
people will have to pay more and some people won’t and their value has increased; the
devil is in the details. Mr. Irvine wanted to clarify if Councilor Ricciardi was envisioning the
Meals & Rooms tax being portioned over to helping the tax rate or some other mechanical
way of addressing it. Councilor Ricciardi responded the tax rate. Mr. Sawyer stated that
it will reduce the amount they need to raise by taxes. Mr. Irvine stated that there is the
value component and the budget component. If they are measuring value change to be
at 17% over 2 years, then what is the budgetary component to that and the tax liability on
that? It could be that the rate is $20 per thousand, it could be $10. A lot of this is driven
by the budget. It’s influenced by your assessed value, but a great deal of this involves
budgetary items. He thought Councilor Ricciardi’s idea was great.
Councilor Radke wanted Mr. Irvine to talk about abatements. Mr. Irvine stated that in the
State of NH, everyone has a right every year to file for an abatement if they don’t feel their
assessed value is correct. They file an application and give their own opinion of the value
of their property, but they can’t do that until they get their fall tax bill. Once that bill is
issued, they can apply. He tells people that applying for an abatement and using the
reason that their value increased will get people nowhere fast. The Board of Tax & Land
Appeals (BTLA) and Superior Court have long held that increases or decreases in
assessments from reval cycle to reval cycle are not any way to get their taxes abated. It’s
not about the increase. The people they see who are successful in the abatement process
have situations that are very well documented and they can see right away that there is
something going on that needs correcting or investigated. Sometimes they are things that
are totally off their radar. For example, someone had an in-ground pool that they filled in
5 years ago and then they are assessed $15k for the pool. They finally notice it and say
they are getting ready to sell their house and they see they are getting assessed for an
in-ground pool they haven’t had for 5 years. The Town wasn’t informed and didn’t know.
They would take that item off going forward, but if they needed taxes abated, then they
go through that process. They also have regular commercial filers who they see all the
time. He explained the abatement process where people apply and they review and either
accept that situation and remedy it in a value reduction and whatever the related taxes
and interest are and the money goes back to the property owner. Or they can deny them
and then they have another step they can take. They are about to approach that threshold
on September 1st. If his office denies an abatement application they still have an appeals
process. They can appeal to the Board of Tax & Land Appeals or they can go to Superior
Court. Then there’s mediation to see if they can come to some sort of agreement. If there’s
no mediation agreement it still goes forward and they get their BTLA appearance and
there’s an outcome. If that doesn’t suffice, they can go to Superior Court.
Councilor Murphy mentioned the two alerts at the top of the Town website, reduced hours
and the September 7th election, and thought they could push those over and put the
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revaluation up there too. Chairman Gilbert stated that if people have questions they can
call the Assessor’s office.
Councilor Ricciardi told Mr. Irvine that Bill (Ingalls) would have been proud of him. Mr.
Irvine stated that Bill was his predecessor, friend, colleague, and mentor, and he learned
a lot from him.
c. Acceptance of $2,500 of unanticipated funds in accordance with NH RSA
31:95-b from the Bedford Veterans of Foreign Wars
Mr. Sawyer stated that this was presented to the Council at the last meeting and to be
official with State law and the auditors they needed to post it on an agenda and have
the Council formerly accept it.
MOTION by Councilor Duschatko that the Bedford Town Council
accept the gift from the VFW in the amount of $2,500 and authorize the
expenditure in the same amount for community policing events in the
name of Law Enforcement Officer of the Year, Patrol Officer Norman
Frink. Seconded by Councilor Carter. Vote taken –Motion Passed–7-0.
d. Other New Business
Councilor Carter mention the Clean-up Bedford effort. A picture of a sign was shown as
an example of what Merrimack was doing. He brought this up at the last meeting about
putting these signs up on certain roads in Bedford, especially Wallace Road, coming in
from the Merrimack town line and Goffstown town line. They have an organization that
would like to sponsor a road. They would be sponsoring, cleaning and all the activities to
do with the Cub Road Clean-up Day. Mr. Sawyer stated that Chief Bryfonski, who is the
Chair of the Highway Safety Committee, determined that these weren’t a safety related
sign, so it would be up to the Council to choose whether this is a program they want to
move forward with and then work with DPW to have them created and installed if the
Council wants to do so.
Councilor Carter stated that the signs would have the Cub bear as the logo and instead
of saying ‘Keep Merrimack Clean’ it would say ‘Clean Up Bedford’ and underneath would
have the name of the organization that is sponsoring it.. Chairman Gilbert wanted to know
if he was going to come back with a sign that was Bedford specific and the organization
sponsoring it was going to pay for the two signs and Councilor Carter responded yes.
Councilor Duschatko wanted to know why he was being specific to the border. Councilor
Carter stated that because when people come into the town they want to make
sure…Councilor Duschatko stated that people are already in the town and mentioned the
Town center where it is messier than on the outskirts. Councilor Carter thought people
coming into the town to see the initiative that they are doing in Bedford. He said maybe
have one over on Joppa Hill. It just tells people that are coming into the town that they
are trying to be a clean town. That’s the initiative of the CUB program. Chairman Gilbert
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thought they should put one by Dunkin Donuts as they come out of the liquor store.
Councilor Carter stated that there are other signs he’d like to put there; littering signs,
because of the amount of nips that are picked up in that quarter mile stretch from 101 to
Holbrook. Councilor Murphy wanted to know if they were serious, because she thought it
was a joke and the response was it’s not a joke; it’s real. Councilor Carter stated that
during the CUB program in March they picked up 168 nips in that quarter mile stretch. He
stated that Wallace is a road that leads to the Transfer Station, so a lot of the trash that
he’s picking up, especially on New Boston, is stuff that was dedicated to be heading that
way and it came out of their vehicle. This is an initiative to continue what they’ve started.
It’s just the roads that aren’t State roads that come into Bedford. It’s an idea of taking the
CUB effort a little bit further along saying they are proud to keep the community clean and
they have organizations that are standing behind them that will do this to make sure this
is a successful program. Councilor Radke wanted to know how they monitor those groups
if Councilor Carter retires and moves out of town, who is going to monitor that, who is
going to oversee that program for the future years. Chairman Gilbert responded whoever
picks it up. Councilor Carter stated that this isn’t just a personal program for him, it’s one
of the projects for the Conservation Commission as a group. They are encouraging every
member of the Conservation Commission to have a project and he took this as a person
one, but opened it up to everybody, because they live in different parts of Town. This is a
test and maybe someone else will say they want to sponsor a road.
Councilor Duschatko stated that he’s all for the concept, but you put this on the border of
Wallace Road and wanted to know how far it goes and who is responsible for Wallace
Road to 101. Councilor Carter stated that the organizations that is paying for the signs
stepped up to take care of Wallace Road from Goffstown all the way to Merrimack.
Councilor Duschatko wanted to know what happens if they don’t do it. Councilor Carter
stated that their name gets removed from the sign. Councilor Duschatko stated that he
had a problem with Wallace, because he knows it’s all trash related and it starts about
Brick Mill, but not much south of that. Councilor Carter stated that it could start at New
Boston. Councilor Duschatko stated that if they are going to do it, he would like to see it
thoroughly done. Councilor Carter stated that he will come up with more on this and it
leads up to their next CUB day on October 16th. Other communities are doing it and they
want to feel that the CUB program is starting to make the Town of Bedford cleaner. Not
just two times a year, but on a daily basis. Chairman Gilbert proposed that he gets on the
Council agenda for the next meeting that he’s ready to do it, give them a sign that he
wants to do.
5. OLD BUSINESS – None
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a. Public Session July 21, 2021
MOTION by Councilor Carter that the Bedford Town Council approve
the minutes of the July 21, 2021 Public Session. Seconded by
Councilor Radke. Vote taken – Motion Approved – 6-0-1 (Thomas).
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Mr. Sawyer stated that there were two great presentations tonight by the Public Works
Director and the Chief Assessor and those are the type of employees that we have in
Town that are so incredibly knowledgeable and make his job easier, so he thanked them
for all their efforts. They are excellent at what they do.
7. TOWN MANAGER REPORT
1) Limited Hours at Tax & Motor Vehicle Windows – For the remainder of August, the
Tax and Motor Vehicle windows will be closed on Wednesdays and closing at 1:00
PM on Thursday, 8/26 & Friday, 8/27 due to staffing issues. Please check the Tax
Collection and Vehicle Registration website page for updates as limited staffing may
force additional closures. Thank you for your patience as we take steps to return to
normal staffing levels. Also for renewals, you can do it online, mail it in or drop it in the
drop box at the Town Office. There are links on the front of the Town website that will
take you to where you can pay taxes or renew online. There is a $0.45 charge to pay
be e-Check and a percentage if you are paying by credit card.
2) A Special Election for State Representative will be held on September 7, 2021 from
7AM-7PM at the Bedford High School. There are two candidates Linda Rae Camarota
(R) and Catherine A. Rombeau (D). Absentee ballots can be requested through the
Town Clerk’s office. A Candidate Forum will be hosted by the Bedford Men’s Club live
on BCTV during the evening of August 23, 2021. There will be a delayed opening for
the Ross Lurgio and high school.
3) NH Mobile Vaccination Team will be on site at the September election 7am – 2:30pm.
4) COVID-19 Pandemic – Bedford currently has 26 current COVID-19 positive cases and
has had a total of 2,108 cases. There are currently MORE active cases in Bedford
and the State than at the same time last August. 53.7% of NH residents are currently
vaccinated with Bedford having 57.7% fully vaccinated residents and 62.6% with one
dose. The Delta Variant has been labeled as being significantly more contagious than
the earlier COVID-19 strains however vaccines are extremely good at keeping
someone from contracting the virus and if there is a breakthrough (1-2%) then it
generally keeps the patient from being extremely ill. I strongly encourage anyone who
can be vaccinated to do so. We will monitor the situation and put mask
recommendations or mandates in place for our public buildings as warranted.
5) American Rescue Plan Act – An application has been submitted for these funds.
6) The Town of Bedford and the Piscataquog Land Conservancy (PLC) are pleased to
announce that it has entered into agreements for the conservation of 126 acres of land
in Bedford and Goffstown. It’s all along Wallace Road known as the Marston property.
He congratulated the Planning Director and Conservation Commission for working
very hard on making this happen. The Purchase & Sales has been signed by all three
parties. There are no tax dollars being used for the purchase of this land; it’s being
done with the Conservation Land Fund, which has been funded through the current
use land change tax. Councilor Carter thought it was a key win for the Conservation
Commission working with the land owner to save a special place in Bedford. The
Planning Department worked hard as well as Mr. Sawyer. A lot of work behind the
scenes by a lot of people and it’s great to finally be able to say something. The
Conservation Commission will hold a public hearing on this on the 24 th and then will
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be coming to the Council on the 9th of September. Councilor Radke wanted to know
how much change of use land tax would be taken out of conservation for this.
Councilor Carter stated that they would be spending $1m. Councilor Radke wanted to
know how much they’ve collected since they went to 100%. Mr. Sawyer didn’t have
that number, but could get it. Councilor Carter mentioned that the Town will have the
first right of refusal on that 72 acres if it becomes available.
7) PFAS Contamination – They’ve got 5 ongoing investigations in Bedford (Saint-Gobain,
Merrimack Landfill, Bedford Landfills, New Boston Air Force Station, Bedford Center
Road & Former Fire Station) with Saint-Gobain being the largest impacting about a
third of the community. If you have received a request for well testing from Golder
Associates, Nobis Group or the State of NH, it is critical that you sign the agreement
and return the paperwork as soon as possible.
8) The Student Parking Program – There are 186 Town spaces available and 181 names
were provided from the High School lottery that did not get spaces on campus. This
is 9 more names than last year, but it is unclear how many do not have a license and
therefore are ineligible for a Town permit. All 181 students received an email with
permit payment & pickup procedures but only about a 40% have completed the
process. Parents should urge their students to check their email because students
are not picking up their parking permit and usually there is a mad rush to get them.
Please come into the Town Clerk’s office by August 17th to pick up your permit before
it is awarded to students on the waitlist.
9) The Bedford Pool and Splash Pad are open through Labor Day with open swim
between Noon-7 PM on weekdays and Noon-5 PM on weekends and holidays. There
will be reduced hours once school starts when they won’t have enough lifeguards
during the school hours.
10) Summer Concert Series – Runs every Wednesday night through August 11th at 6 PM
at the Bedford Village Common.
August 11, 60’s Invasion
August 29, Sunday at 4 PM Studio Two (Beatles Tribute)
11) August 15th – Friends of Aine, 9th Annual Kid’s Try-Athlon, Bedford Recreation
Complex & High School, 8 AM.
12) August 19th – Bedford Rotary 4th Annual Trails to Ales 2K & 5K, 6:00 PM, Legacy Park.
13) September 23rd – Fire & Police Department combined Open House, Safety Complex,
55 Constitution Drive, 5-7 PM.
8. COUNCILOR COMMENTS AND COMMITTEE UPDATES
Councilor Thomas stated that the Energy Commission met. She wasn’t there, but she
watched it online and there was a presentation by Bob Hayden from Standard Power on
Community Power. The Energy Commission is looking to come before the Council, but
not until after the next Energy Commission meeting. They also talked about a potential
solar farm at the Transfer Station, which would have direct funding, however, one of the
snags is getting 3-phase power up Wallace Road, which is extremely expensive and you
can’t run a solar farm without 3-phase power. She mentioned that the Recreation
Facebook page had a lot of information with ideas of things to do with your children.
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Councilor Carter stated that at the last Conservation Commission meeting they discussed
some training project opportunities and one of them would be a wildlife study for the
Chubbuck Road area. They will be working with the Planning Department staff to work on
that. Cub Clean-up Day is October 16th.
Councilor Radke wanted to know from the Town Manager with the upcoming heat if there
was a place for people to go if they need to be cooled off. Mr. Sawyer stated that the
Library is their designated cooling shelter. They can also go to the Safety Complex.
Chairman Gilbert stated that if you signed up with Nixle, they do a really good blast out.
Chairman Gilbert stated that the Educational Farm at Joppa Hill was going to have a lot
of activity going on in September and October. If anyone is interested in any of these
events you can go to their website. On September 4 th they are going to have a craft fair
10-5. On October 3rd they are going to have a Fun Run and a Fall Fair 10-4. On October
23rd they are going to have another wine tasting. On October 24 th they are going to host
a Halloween bash for the kids.
9. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION by Councilor Carter to adjourn. Seconded by Councilor
Thomas. Vote taken – Motion Passed – 7-0.
The meeting ended at 9:18 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Dawn Boufford

