TOWN OF BEDFORD
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
October 27, 2021
10 Meetinghouse Road
1. ROLL CALL: A meeting of the Bedford Town Council was held on Wednesday,
October 27, 2021, 10 Meetinghouse Road. Participating were Dave Gilbert (Chair), Bill
Carter (Vice Chair) and Councilors Sue Thomas, Denise Ricciardi, Bill Duschatko, Lori
Radke, and Kelleigh Murphy. Also present was Town Manager Rick Sawyer.
Chairman Gilbert opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Led by Chairman Gilbert.
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS – None.
4. Library update with the Library Director
Miriam Johnson, Library Director, presented an update to the Council.
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Councilor Carter wanted to know if they had the availability of using the Common for their
outdoor functions. Ms. Johnson stated that they do and they coordinate with Jane
(O’Brien). They have the story walk on the Common all the time, but it doesn’t require a
reservation. Jane has a lot of weddings and things that go on there. The staff has a lot of
props that they use for their story time, so there are a lot of things that have to be carted
out, so as nice as the Common is, it’s a little bit far to take their wagon back and forth.
5. NEW BUSINESS
a. Red Ribbon Week Awareness
Police Chief Bryfonski explained that Red Ribbon Week is a National campaign each year
from October 23rd to October 31st to draw attention to substance abuse. It was inspired
by the kidnapping, torture and murder of DEA special agent Enrique Camarena in Mexico
in 1985. It is a celebration of his sacrifice and calls attention to substance abuse in the
US. He mentioned a former DEA special agent who was killed fulfilling his mission to keep
dangerous drugs of the streets just a few weeks ago. The sacrifices of these agents and
many more police officers, troopers and sheriffs is overshadowed by the enormous loss
of life to drugs. The CDC just recently reported that in a year, more than 97,000 drugrelated deaths have occurred in the US. In NH, there were 417 drug-related overdose
death last year. In Bedford they’ve had two fatal drug overdoses so far in 2021 and several
non-fatal overdoses. Recent data shows significant increase in in drug overdoses in
Manchester and Nashua; most are caused by a combination of heroin and fentanyl. In
the 2019 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, almost 38% of 12th graders reported using
marijuana in the last 30 days; 33 students reported that they had used heroin one or more
times in their life; 125 students reported taking prescription drugs without a prescription,
and 246 students reported that they were offered, sold or given an illegal drug or alcohol
on school property during the previous 12 months. The percentage of students who think
people are at great risk of harming themselves physically or other ways if they use
marijuana once or twice a week is down from 29.2% in 2013 to 15.3%, which is reflective
of the changes and perceptions of marijuana by the youth. The substance abuse and
drug overdose death tragedy knows no social or economic boundaries. It has affected
many families in Bedford. Red Ribbon Week is just one way that they can call attention
to these tragedies and the loss of life and the immense harm that substance has caused
the community and throughout the US. The Bedford Police Department works with
BeBold, Bedford’s anti-substance abuse and drug coalition. He thanked the Councilors
for wearing a BeBold red ribbon.You can pick one up at Cohen Closing & Title, 334 Route
101 and at Primary Bank, 207 Route 101. You can also pick up red lights for free at
Bedford Ace Hardware, 209 Route 101. BeBold has done many different things beginning
more than five years ago drawing attention and educating the community about
substance abuse. Tonight, Bedford BeBold along with Bedford PTG is presenting NH
Teen Challenge, which is a number of young drug survivors that can connect with Bedford
youth and talk about their survivorship and their struggle with substance abuse. Those
meetings have been fruitful in the past and BeBold is part of that effort as well as teen
movie night that was held earlier in the week. BeBold will be present with a photo booth
and some giveaways and prizes at the football game at Bedford High School on the 29th.
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He suggested that if you want to get engaged in the community and get involved with the
issue in Bedford to join and volunteer with BeBold as they bring these programs to the
youth and to the community. Substance abuse affects everyone no matter where they
live and continue to struggle with and need to address each and every day.
b. Schedule a public hearing for the Consideration of Ordinance 2021-01
amending Chapter 262-7, Stop Signs, to add Stop Signs on Woodbury Lane
at Palomino Lane (4-way)
Police Chief Bryfonski explained that a resident brought forth a concern relative to the
intersection of Palomino Lane and Woodbury Lane. Palomino Lane has a stop sign at the
intersection of Woodbury Lane, but Woodbury Lane does not stop. The resident that
brought it forward to the Highway Safety Committee stated that he and his family had
encountered a number of near collisions at the intersection of Palomino and Woodbury,
because there was difficulty in judging and picking up conflicting traffic on Woodbury that
doesn’t stop. Because of the other intersections preceding it, the 4-way at Palomino and
Plummer and the 4-way at Whittemore, it causes some people to be confused thinking
that both directions of traffic stop at Woodbury and Palomino, but it does not. There was
an initial request to place a sign on Palomino that would indicate that crossing traffic
doesn’t stop, but after careful consideration, the Highway Safety Committee decided that
the safest approach would be to make it consistent with the 4-way stop at Palomino and
Plummer that would require both Woodbury traffic and Palomino traffic to stop. The
Woodbury traffic would not be impeded; there is not that much traffic that would cause a
delay if they were required to stop. Councilor Thomas talked about her experience
walking in that area thought it made sense to put a stop sign on Woodbury and agreed
with the recommendation.
MOTION by Councilor Ricciardi that the Bedford Town Council
schedule a public hearing for Wednesday, November 17, 2021 at 7:00
PM to consider Ordinance 2021-01 amending Chapter 262-7, Stop
Signs, to reflect stop signs on Woodbury Lane northbound and
southbound at the intersection of Palomino Lane. Seconded by
Councilor Duschatko. Vote taken – Motion Passed – 7-0.
c. Approval of Employee Compensation Wage Ranges
Mr. Sawyer explained that this was a proposal to change their typical wage range setting
timeline to be in the summer moving forward rather than February when they typically do
it, because at that point the budget is already pending for Town Meeting approval and this
change would allow them to more accurately budget wages moving forward. This plan
adjusts the 2022 wage range for non-union positions only based on the wage study that
was completed and the CPI-W for the first half of 2021 only and in the future the 12 month
period of July to June will be used. As noted in the report, the CPI for the first half of this
year is 4.02% and both the low end and top end ranges are adjusted. Some positions
are also adjusted based on the survey or to better align with other positions in the
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organization. This is setting the ranges for the positions not the salaries of the individuals
in those positions.
Councilor Duschatko wanted to know why they don’t use the Boston-Cambridge CPI rate
when they still use the Brockton. Mr. Sawyer stated that they changed the name of it
about two years ago; it covers generally the same geographic area, but they removed
Nashua. It used to have Nashua and that was the closest to Bedford that was available
and always used historically. They redefined the areas and this is the one that is leftover
from what they always used to use. They could talk about using different indexes going
forward and they have had those conversations recently. There are a couple others that
might be good to use, but they take into account different items that they would want to
discuss more. Councilor Duschatko wanted to know if there was anything for northern
New England. Mr. Sawyer stated that there was a New England index, but doesn’t believe
there is a northern New England.
MOTION by Councilor Thomas that the Bedford Town Council approve
the “2022 Bedford Employee Compensation Plan Non-Union Wage
Schedule” to be effective January 1, 2022. Seconded by Councilor
Radke. Vote taken – Motion Passed – 7-0.
d. Submission of the Town Manager’s Budget
Mr. Sawyer stated that all of the information would be on Sharepoint tomorrow and will
also be posted to the Town website. He presented his proposed budget.
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e. Other New Business
6. OLD BUSINESS
a. Other Old Business
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7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a. Interview Minutes – October 13, 2021
MOTION by Councilor Ricciardi that the Bedford Town Council
approve the minutes of the October 13, 2021 interviews. Seconded by
Councilor Thomas. Vote taken – Motion Passed – 5-0 (Carter and
Murphy abstained as they were not present).
b. Public Session – October 13, 2021
MOTION by Councilor Duschatko that the Bedford Town Council
approve the minutes of the October 13, 2021 Public Session.
Seconded by Councilor Thomas. Vote taken – Motion Passed – 6-0
(Carter abstained as he was not present).
c. Non-Public Session – October 13, 2021
MOTION by Councilor Radke that the Bedford Town Council approve
the minutes of the October 13, 2021 Non-Public Session. Seconded by
Councilor Ricciardi. Vote taken – Motion Passed – 6-0 (Carter
abstained as he was not present).
8. TOWN MANAGER REPORT
1) COVID-19 Pandemic – Bedford currently has 24 current COVID-19 positive cases
and has had a total of 2,498 cases. Bedford has 58.5% fully vaccinated residents.
I strongly encourage anyone who can be vaccinated to do so. Regarding getting
tested for COVID, the State has partnered with ClearChoiceMD to open up for
regional testing sites. The one in Manchester, park at the JFK Coliseum on Beech
Street and the testing is done at the Hunt Memorial Pool on Maple Street. You can
also drive to Nashua and stay in your car and that is at St. Joseph’s Hospital on
Lake Street. For booster shot information including eligibility go to CDC.gov &
VACCINES.gov.
2) The 2021 Tax Rate has been set at $17.14. The Town portion is $3.76.
3) PFAS Contamination – Greenfield Farms, Cabot Preserve, Jenkins Road, Brick
Mill Road that receives water from Pennichuck Water Works, they will be getting a
letter this week that the water that Pennichuck receives from the Merrimack Village
Water District, the water that Merrimack had in its public system was not meeting
the PFAS standards that the State set. They have taken immediate steps to make
sure that all of the Bedford residents in those areas and Merrimack residents, are
now receiving water that does meet the standards, because they turned off four of
the wells that serve their public system and put an emergency interconnection in
with their system and the Pennichuck system from the City of Nashua. The
Merrimack Village Water District is working to provide treatment on those wells.
That announcement does not impact anybody that is served by either the
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Manchester Water Works in Bedford or the other parts of Bedford that receive
Pennichuck water. Everyone on Back River Road, County Road, and all the
properties off of New Boston Road north of 101 that receive Pennichuck water,
that water is sourced from the City of Manchester and meets the standards.
4) PFAS Contamination – There is an additional outbreak area that is being
investigated, which is in the Ministerial Branch, Flintlock, and Arrowhead areas of
Town. They knew some testing had been done up there, but they found out this
week that significant testing has been taking place and there are significant
readings above State standards.
5) PFAS Contamination – You could receive a letter from Nobis Engineering, which
is working for the Town of Bedford, or Golder Associates, which is working for Saint
Gobain. If you receive a letter asking to test your water, sign the agreement and
get your water tested. If you have any concerns, call him at the Town Manager’s
office or come in and see him.
6) Jon Levenstein, former longtime Chairman of the Planning Board was named 2021
Citizen Planner of the Year by the Northern N.E. Chapter of the American Planners
Association which represents NH, Maine, and Vermont. This is a tremendous
honor and is a reflection of his 25 years of service to the community on the
Planning Board, Conservation Commission, and Historic District Commission.
7) National Red Ribbon Week October 23-31, 2021, “Drug Free – Looks Like Me” is
the theme this year. Several Town buildings and grounds will be illuminated in red
during the week. Free ribbons – Primary Bank & Cohen Title, and Ace Hardware
in Bedford is suppling red lights for free while supplies last.
8) November 7 – Sunday Concert & Cookies Series, “Ramblin’ Richard – Songs &
Stories of WWII”, 2:30-4 PM, Bedford Library.
9) November 13 - A Walk at Tarr Wildlife Sanctuary and Historical Land Use
Discussion, 1-4 PM, Joppa Hill Road. Register at www.plcnh.org/events/
10) November 14 - A Walk at Tarr Wildlife Sanctuary and Historical Land Use
Discussion, 1-4 PM, Joppa Hill Road. Register at www.plcnh.org/events/
11) October 31- Trick or Treating will be on Sunday, 6-8 PM.
12) November 8, 2021 – Master Plan public hearing at 7 PM.
13) November 9th – December 9th – Filing period for citizen petition zoning
amendments. He advised anyone to set up a meeting to speak with the Planning
staff to make sure they get those worded correctly.
14) November 14 – Cinema Sunday, “West Side Story”, 1:30-4:30 PM, Library.
15) November 11 – Veteran’s Day – Town Office, Library, Transfer Station closed.
16) The Bedford Winter Parking Ban begins on November 1st, which requires no
parking on public roads between midnight and 8 AM.
9. COUNCILOR COMMENTS AND COMMITTEE UPDATES
Councilor Radke mentioned that at the Highway Safety Committee meeting and the one
item they had was for a ‘caution blind driveway’ sign request from a resident on Jenkins
Road. At this time the Highway Safety Committee deferred back to the DPW to work on
getting some of the vegetation eliminated so that the sight distance could be better. The
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DPW Director will be working with the resident. She congratulated Jon Levenstein for
Citizen Planner of the Year. Hoped everyone has a safe and happy Halloween.
Councilor Carter mentioned the Conservation Commission workshop where they
discussed plans for the upcoming 2022 year. He thanked everyone who came out on the
16th to support the fall CUB Clean Up Day. There were close to 800 pounds of trash that
was picked up. He thanked DPW for picking up the bags. He stated that the spring CUB
Clean Up Day will be April 16th. He’s changing the hours from 9-3 to 9-1.
Councilor Duschatko mentioned that the Planning Board denied a request for a 24-hour
gas station/convenience store on South River Road. They approved a request of a
developer to allow apartments in the development known as Circle Drive, which is a
combination of high-end apartments and workforce housing. They changed the restriction
for having only owner occupied units to make it now available for apartment use.
Councilor Ricciardi congratulated Councilor Murphy on her engagement and wish her the
best. She thanked Becky (Hebert) and Kathleen (Ports), because they did a really great
job orchestrating the Conservation Commission workshop. They accomplished a lot.
Councilor Thomas thanked Councilor Carter for all of his work on the CUB Clean-up Day.
He found a problem that needed to be addressed, so he devised a plan, got everybody
to rally around it, and it looks like it will be a semi-annual event. She commended him for
the initiative and putting it forward and getting it done.
Chairman Gilbert mentioned the Zoning Board meeting where they approved one garage
request and one shed request. He thanked everyone who made the two events they had
last weekend at the Educational Farm at Joppa Hill a success. They had a wine tasting
on Saturday, which was sold out and the Halloween event on Sunday was amazing. They
are looking forward to having ice skating when it gets cold enough. They are going to
have a Snow Ball on February 5th at the Manchester Country Club.
10. NON-PUBLIC – RSA 91-A:3 II (if necessary)
MOTION by Councilor Carter to go into non-public session per RSA 91-A:3 II
(e) Consideration or negotiation of pending claims or litigation which has
been threatened in writing or filed against or by this Board. Seconded by
Councilor Radke.
Roll Call Vote: Murphy-aye, Radke-aye,
Ricciardi-aye, Thomas-aye, Gilbert-aye.
The public meeting ended at 8:33 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Dawn Boufford

Carter-aye,

Duschatko-aye,

