MEMORANDUM
To:

Bedford Town Council

From: Rick Sawyer, Acting Town Manager
Date:

July 14, 2016

Re:

PFC Drinking Water Contamination Update

Since the last Council meeting results have continued to come in and a meeting was held with the
Governor and impacted communities on July 8th.
DES has also announced that they have asked all public water suppliers (approximately 1,000) to test
for the presence of PFOA’s and PFOS’s which will give us a better understanding of the presence of
these chemicals state wide.
A general public information meeting has been scheduled to discuss the process to test people’s
blood for exposure to PFC’s and to provide an update on the investigation and long term solutions
on Tuesday, July 19, 2016, at 7:00 PM at the Campbell High School, 1 Highlander Court, Litchfield,
NH.
Public Hearings on the setting of the NH standard of 70 ppt of PFOA, PFOS, or a combination of the
two have been scheduled for Wednesday, August 3, 2016, at 6:00 PM at the Campbell High School,
1 Highlander Court, Litchfield, NH, and Wednesday, August 10, 2016, at 6:00 PM at NHDES
Portsmouth Regional Office, Pease International Tradeport, 222 International Drive, Suite 175,
Portsmouth, NH. The deadline for filing written comments is Friday, August 19, 2016 (4:00

PM) care of John Regan (John.Regan@des.nh.gov), Hazardous Waste Remediation Bureau
Administrator, NHDES 29 Hazen Drive, PO Box 95, Concord, NH 03302-0095.
As the Council is aware we following three separate study areas:
1) Public Water Supply Study Area - Greenfield Farms/Cabot
Preserve area which receives water from Pennichuck via the
Merrimack Village Water District (MVD). The most recent test results
available for this system was completed on June 21, 2016 and was
12 ppt of PFOA with no detect for PFOS. This marked 6 weeks of
results at or below 14 ppt as a result of MVD utilizing their least
contaminated wells. The most contaminated wells 4 & 5 remain
offline and DES has ordered MVD not to use these wells until
treatment is provided. DES has requested that Saint-Gobain pay for
the treatment of wells 4 & 5 and to fund any necessary upgrades to
the interconnection of the system with the Pennichuck Water Works
system which will need to be used in firefighting emergencies and
drought conditions. Saint-Gobain has denied responsibility for the well contamination and
therefore has not agreed to pay for the treatment (letter attached). It is my understanding
that MVD is completing the interconnection with Pennichuck at their own expense.

The chart below indicates that the MVD wells continue to have very good readings through
June 2, 2016 and wells 4 & 5 have also seen marked improvements:

2) Saint-Gobain 1.5 Mile Private Well
Study Area – The majority of test
results for the private wells in the
expanded study area beyond the 1.5
mile radius (blue line) have been
received which appear to establish the
outer limits of the contamination area.
A preliminary meeting was held at DES
on June 29th with Pennichuck, MVD,
town engineers, and administrators to
discuss any potential issues such as
wetland permits, capacity, etc. that are known for the needed water service extensions into
the contaminated areas. A follow up meeting is scheduled for 2:00 PM, July 15th at the
Bedford Library to discuss the specific options for Bedford. Following this meeting I believe
DES can request that Saint-Gobain fund the interim and long term solutions. Given the
timing it is expected that residents in this area will be supplied with a point of use solution
(at the tap) until water mains can be extended in 2017. Those residents on Back River Road
south of Smith Road, Hemlock Drive, and Green Meadow Lane continue to receive bottled
water through direct service to their home.
The Department of Health and Human Services has announced that they will offer PFC blood
testing starting in mid-July in the private well testing area to all residents receiving bottled
water. These residents are encouraged to call 603-271-9461 to register.
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3) Merrimack Landfill ½ Mile
Study Area – The results from this
study area remain generally
positive with the highest level
detected in Bedford being 52 ppt
and the majority being in the
single digits ppt. The property
with the 52 ppt reading borders
the landfill and I expect will be
retested given the concerns of lab
discrepancies. DES believes that
the extent of the contamination
will be much more predictable given the fact that it was caused by disposal/dumping vs the
airborne deposition seen around Saint-Gobain. The above map indicates that 5 test results
remain outstanding but unless those show a marked variation I expect DES will focus their
efforts to a long term groundwater treatment solution on the landfill property where 8 out of
their 10 monitoring wells have tested with levels in excess of the 100 ppt. One well tested at
2,200 ppt.
We are still waiting for the test results for the Bedford landfill. We continue to provide
announcements on the Town Website, Facebook Page, BCTV, and WBNH. DES has established a
dedicated phone number for those impacted residents (603) 271-9461.
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