MEMORANDUM
To:

Bedford Town Council

From: Rick Sawyer, Town Manager
Date:

August 19, 2016

Re:

PFC Drinking Water Contamination Update

The following is a summary of the items occurring with the PFC contamination issue since the last
Council meeting:
1. Bedford Landfill – At the end of July we received notice that 2 of the 5 monitoring wells
sampled at our landfill have come back with combined results of PFOA & PFOS in excess of the
EPA long term health advisory and emergency
NH groundwater standard of 70 PPT. We
immediately provided the information to DES
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who are now conducting a more expansive study
to see if the contamination has migrated off of
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our property. We are hopeful that the
contaminants have remained on the landfill as a
result of a well further away from the landfill and
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further downgradient testing at only 2.8 PPT. The
two results above acceptable limits are 73 and 82
PPT which are much lower than the wells around
all of the other sites currently being studied in
Southern NH.
As of August 16th DES has completed 13 private well samples, have 6 more scheduled but have 9
households that have not responded.
2. Public Water Supply Study Area - Greenfield Farms/Cabot Preserve
area which receives water from Pennichuck via the Merrimack Village
Water District (MVD). The most recent test results available for this
system was completed on July 19, 2016 and was 13 PPT of PFOA with no
detect for PFOS. This marked 10 weeks of results at or below 14 PPT as
a result of MVD utilizing their least contaminated wells. The most
contaminated wells 4 & 5 remain offline and DES has ordered MVD not
to use these wells until treatment is provided. DES has requested that
Saint-Gobain pay for the treatment of wells 4 & 5. On August 16th
Saint-Gobain agreed to fund the design work for treatment of the wells
and it is expected that they will also agree to pay for the treatment.
Saint-Gobain has also offered to provide a temporary treatment system
currently being used in Hoosick Falls, NY once it becomes available later
this year. MVD is completing an interconnection with the Pennichuck

Water Works system at their own expense which will be needed for firefighting emergencies and
drought conditions.
The chart to the
right indicates that
the MVD wells
continue to have
very good
readings through
July 14, 2016 with
fluctuations in the
readings for all of
the wells with
increases in PFOA
seen but with the
highest reading of
23 PPT. The
improvements
seen in May for
wells 4 & 5 appear
to have started to
climb again, but
they are not in use.

3. Saint-Gobain 1.5 Mile Private
Well Study Area – All of test
results for the private wells in the
expanded study area beyond the
1.5 mile radius (blue line) have
been received which appear to
establish the outer limits of the
contamination area. A meeting
was held on July 15th with DES,
Pennichuck, and a representative
for Saint-Gobain to discuss
interim and long term solutions
for the 64 homes that have been
identified as needing public water
and the potential 288 homes that may want to connect to public water at some point in the
future. We were shown a point of use system as an example of what DES has requested SaintGobain install in the homes currently on bottled water until the water mains can be extended in
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2017. The system is about the size of a paper shredder (right)
and would allow for connections to icemakers/refrigerators as
well as a tap at one sink for drinking water only. The homes
would also continue to be provided bottled water as a backup.
Pennichuck provided 11 water main extension options for our
consideration ranging from $3.9 million to $18.8 million.
Following this meeting we engaged CDM Smith to help us
determine which option is best for our immediate and long term
community needs. I expect to report out their findings by the
end of August. Our next step will be to request that Saint-Gobain fund the design and
construction of the preferred solution. Those residents on Back River Road south of Smith Road,
Hemlock Drive, and Green Meadow Lane continue to receive bottled water through direct service
to their home.
The Department of Health and Human Services is completing PFC blood testing for those
residents receiving bottled water. These residents are encouraged to call 603-271-9461 to
register.
4. Merrimack Landfill ½ Mile
Study Area – All of the
results from this study area
have now been completed
and remain generally
positive with the highest
level detected in Bedford
being 52 PPT and the
majority being in the single
digits ppt. The property
with the 52 PPT reading
borders the landfill and I it
is my understanding that it
will be retested given the concerns of lab discrepancies. DES believes that the extent of the
contamination will be much more predictable given the fact that it was caused by
disposal/dumping vs the airborne deposition seen around Saint-Gobain. I expect DES will focus
their efforts to a long term groundwater treatment solution on the landfill property where 8 out
of their 10 monitoring wells have tested with levels in excess of the 100 PPT. One well tested at
2,200 PPT.
5. Public Hearings on the setting of the NH standard of 70 PPT of PFOA, PFOS, or a combination
of the two were held on August 3rd and 10th and the deadline for filing written comments is

Friday, August 19, 2016 (4:00 PM) care of John Regan (John.Regan@des.nh.gov), Hazardous
Waste Remediation Bureau Administrator, NHDES 29 Hazen Drive, PO Box 95, Concord, NH
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03302-0095. I attended the first hearing and not testimony was given. I do understand several
written comments have been submitted.
We continue to provide announcements on the Town Website, Facebook Page, BCTV, and WBNH.
DES has established a dedicated phone number for those impacted residents (603) 271-9461.
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